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poor. Her Empire is not much older than two hundred
years. She knew how to use her position in the centre of
the world seas. Russia possessed the riches of Siberia for
almost three centuries. The conquest which was begun by
Yermak took hardly sixty years from the Ural mountains to
the shores of the Pacific ocean. It was effected by miniature
armies, or bands of Cossacks, and met with almost no
resistance. Their vast colonial empire, however, remained
sterile, giving prosperity to a ridiculously small number of
entrepreneurs because (apart from all questions of social
organization) the country was landlocked. Its only in-
dependent link with the world's oceans is the ice-bound
Arctic sea. Its large rivers all flow into it. The solution of
the crucial problem is to open the frozen window to the
north. Even America carries trans-continental home trade
in bulky commodities by sea and river and not by rail. For
Russia and for Siberia the necessity for using the sea is
even greater.

I get off the train on the fifth day. From now on I shall
travel on without railway or roads. Aeroplanes, boats
on the rivers, ice-breaker and steamers on the sea will be
my vehicles.
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